
OUR STORY

interfaith hospitality network
 

 

Family Promise of the Midlands, established in 
late 2014, is part of a national network of 6,000 
congregations and organizations with 180,000 
volunteers.

Mission: To help families who are experiencing 
situational homelessness achieve sustainable 
independence by providing

• temporary shelter in participating houses of 
worship in the Midlands,

• support services for budgeting, job and life skills,

• transportation, 

• assistance in securing/maintaining permanent 
housing, and

• resources and referrals. We have assisted an 
additional 1,165-plus families and individuals 
who did not join our program, either by providing 
support to enable them to remain independent 
or by referring them to other nonprofi ts in the 
Midlands.

Sixteen congregations take turns housing three 
families or 14 people for one week, approximately 
once a quarter. They provide volunteers, meals and 
a welcoming atmosphere by transforming classrooms 
and other areas into comfortable living and sleeping 
spaces for our families. Twelve support congregations 
provide volunteers and other resources.

865
local volunteers

annually

131
people given shelter 
since mission began

1,165
additional people

assisted

35,370
meals provided

2501 Heyward Street, Columbia, SC 29205

(803) 832-4765 

director@familypromisemidlands.org

www.familypromisemidlands.org

Here are several ways you can support our mission:

Pray for the families we serve, for the volunteers who serve them, 
and for the staff and board members who coordinate the program.

Help us identify new host and support congregations from a 
variety of faith-based traditions to enable us to serve more families.

Attend and support “Night of Promise” Annual Gala, February 
10, 2018, at Stone River. Music, dancing and a live auction in a 
beautiful venue overlooking Columbia's historic Congaree River. 
Corporate sponsorships available. 

Participate in donor opportunities, such as Giving Tuesday, 
November 28, 2017, www.givingtuesday.org, and Midlands Gives 
Online Giving, May 1, 2018, www.midlandsgives.org

Become a donor or a 
sponsor. Please visit our 
website (below) to donate 
or to fi nd out how to 
become a sponsor for 
our “Night of Promise.” 

Put us in touch with 
families who can use our 
services.  

Get involved and learn more about Family Promise! Contact 
Executive Director Karen Newsome.
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Executive director Karen Newsome 
is an ordained Presbyterian minister. 
From 2009 until 2014, Newsome 
served as pastor of Sion Presbyterian 
Church in Winnsboro. Previously she 
was interim senior pastor of Spring 
Valley Presbyterian Church. 

She says, “The issue of homelessness 
touches my heart, and I am very 
pleased to be able to work with the faith 
community to address this problem.”

 

Olivia Williams-Turner, a retired 
military offi cer with a master’s degree 
in social work, is the case manager for 
Family Promise of the Midlands.

 Williams-Turner received her master’s 
degree from the University of South 
Carolina in 2016. Previously, she 
served for 21 years as a logistics 
offi cer in the U.S. Army, retiring with 
the rank of major.

Ashland United Methodist Church 
Bethel United Methodist Church
Eastminster Presbyterian Church
Ebenezer Lutheran Church
Forest Lake Presbyterian Church
Northminster Presbyterian Church
Redeemer Lutheran Church
Seven Oaks Presbyterian Church
Shandon Presbyterian Church
St. Andrew’s Lutheran Church
St. John’s Episcopal Church
St. Martin’s In-the-Fields Episcopal Church
St. Mary’s Episcopal Church 
Trenholm Road United Methodist Church
Trinity United Methodist Church
Trinity Presbyterian Church

HOST CONGREGATIONS

SUPPORT CONGREGATIONS

Blythewood Presbyterian Church
Christ the King Lutheran Church
Church of the Cross Episcopal Church
Francis Burns United Methodist Church
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church
Greenlawn Baptist Church
Heyward Street United Methodist Church 
Living Springs Lutheran Church
McGregor Presbyterian Church
Shandon United Methodist Church
St. Andrew’s Baptist Church
Virginia Wingard United Methodist Church
Westminster Presbyterian Church
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